Greenkeeping Update
Last week saw the greenkeeping team undertake scheduled greens renovations. 
With the weather not looking good for the maintenance week we made the decision to vertidrain the greens the previous week with a 12mm tine. 
Pearlwort on the greens was also sprayed the same week with a selective herbicide, which has really knocked this troublesome weed back. This plan has worked really well, with the greens being overseeded the following week. You will notice all the orange blotches on the greens at the moment, this is not disease, but the Pearlwort dying off. 
The week of the greens renovations didn't get off to a great start with heavy showers on all day on the Monday. We overseeded four greens on the Sunday to give a good start to the weeks work. Further overseeding and topdressing took place on the Monday, however we were unable to get the sand brushed in due to the heavy showers throughout the day. 
Further overseeding and topdressing was carried out on the Tuesday and thankfully we had a dry, sunny afternoon to get the sand brushed in. 
Wednesday allowed us to do more overseeding on areas such as the approaches to the 8th, 4th and 7th greens. We were also able to overseed the grass paths at the 5th, 8th and 9th. 
Thursday saw more overseeding of the greens in a different direction. Also the overseeding of the area going down into the 6th green as this slope is quite difficult to keep a good sward of grass on. 
All in all, a successful week of greens and course renovations, despite the trying conditions at times. The overseeding will fill in any patchy areas left with the Pearlwort dying out, and through years of overseeding we are now seeing the sward composition changing to the finer perennial grasses over the Poa Annua. 
Overseeding will continue on selected areas of the course such as the high traffic and drought affected areas. Some of which may require roping off to allow recovery.
We’re seeing great germination on areas such as to the right of the 5th green which were overseeded a few week ago. [image: A tractor with a large metal object on the side
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